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Extreme Earth

What makes the earth angry?

Year 4 are on a turbulent journey through time. They will discover how the devastating volcanic eruption of the mighty Mount 

Vesuvius affected the innocent citizens of Pompeii. We will put our descriptive writing skills to the test, as we jump into the 

characters’ shoes and fully immerse ourselves in times of the past. We will then go on to explore other natural disasters including 

hurricanes and tsunamis and why they occur. We will ponder on how we can predict future natural disasters and how to control 

the damage which lays in our wake… We will use our entrepreneurial skills, geographical knowledge and innovative ideas to 

showcase our predictive prototypes to parents.

Topic Hook/Stunning 

Start:
What makes the earth 

angry? 

Watch a video and look 

at images of natural 

disasters.

Students to record what 

they already know about 

natural disasters and 

what they would like to 

discover.

Trips and Events:

To make a model of a 

volcano. 

Virtual ‘show and tell’ 

across Year 4 in order 

for students to 

showcase their 

volcanoes to their 

peers.  

Community Links:

Discover which 

natural disasters 

happen in the UAE.

Relief agencies to 

help survivors of 

natural disasters.

Fantastic Finish:

Critiquing natural 

disasters and 

analysing which has 

been the most 
dangerous

CoreValues:

Exploring natural 

disasters from around 

the world

Innovating

Students to consider

Ways to record, track 

and predict natural 

disasters

Creating a model of a 

volcano 



Writing across the Curriculum

Reports/Information texts

• To use simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-

headings

• To use and punctuate direct speech

• To organise paragraphs around a theme

• To assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 

improvements

• To propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, 

including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences

• To proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors

Narrative

• To create settings, characters and plot

• To organise paragraphs around a theme

• To discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to understand 

and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

• To give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 

including for expressing feelings

• To extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 

wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although

Poetry

• To discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

recognising some different forms of poetry

• To identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

retrieve and record information from non-fiction

• To participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, 

improvisations debates

• To gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)

Explanation

• To identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarise

these

• To identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

retrieve and record information from non-fiction

• To use simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings]

• To organise paragraphs around a theme

• To discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write, in order to 

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar



Spelling

• To add suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than 

one syllable.

• To add prefixes to root words. 

• The suffix –ation is added to verbs to form nouns. The rules already 

learnt still apply.

• The suffix –ly is added to an adjective to form an adverb.

Punctuation

• Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech  

• Use apostrophes to mark plural possession 

• Introduction to using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 

parenthesis. 

Grammar

• Identify the grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s.  

• Explore Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken 

forms (for example, we were instead of we was)

• Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns 

and preposition phrases 

• Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 

wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although when 

writing letters

Terminology 

• Determiner 

• Pronoun

• Possessive pronoun

• Adverbial

• Inflection

• Fronted adverbial



Maths Units

Number - number and place value

• To count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 

• To identify, represent and estimate numbers 

using different representations.

• To recognise the place value of each digit in a 

four-digit number (thousands, hundreds, tens 

and ones) 

• To find 1000 more or less than a given number 

• To order and compare numbers beyond 1000 

• To round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 

1000 

• To read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and 

know that over time, the numeral system 

changed to include the concept of zero and 

place value

• To count backwards through zero to include 

negative numbers 

• To solve number and practical problems that 

involve all of the above and with increasingly 

large positive numbers

Number - addition and subtraction

• To add numbers with up to 4 digits using the 

formal written methods of columnar addition 

and subtraction where appropriate 

• To subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using 

the formal written methods of columnar 

addition and subtraction where appropriate 

• To estimate and use inverse operations to check 

answers to a calculation

• To solve addition  and subtraction two-step 

problems in contexts, deciding which operations 

and methods to use and why 

Number –Multiplication and 

Division

• To recall multiplication and division facts for 

multiplication tables up to 12x12 

• To use place value, known and derived facts to 

multiply and divide mentally, including:

multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying 

together three numbers 

• To recognise and use factor pairs and 

commutativity in mental calculations 

• To multiply 2 and 3 digit numbers by 1 numbers 

by a one-digit number using formal written 

layout 

• To divide 2 and 3 digit numbers by a 1 digit

number using formal written layout 

• To solve problems involving multiplying and 

adding, including using the distributive law to 

multiply two digit numbers by one digit, integer 

scaling problems and harder correspondence 

problems such as n objects are connected to m 

objects 



Core Curriculum - Subject Areas

Science

• To make careful observations about the 

properties of solids, liquids and gases 

• To compare and group materials based on 

whether they are solids, liquids or gases.

• To set up a fair test 

• To take accurate measurements using a 

thermometer (TAPS) to observe the 

temperatures at which materials change state 

(evaporation)

• To set up a comparative test to see what factors 

affect the rate of evaporation Report on 

findings from an enquiry about the rate of 

evaporation.

• To identify and name a variety of plants and 

animals in their habitat 

• To characterise of living things

• To group living things / classify in different ways 

• Identify and compare vertebrates based on their 

characteristics 

• To create classification keys vertebrates 

• To research changes in environments

• To classify invertebrates 

• To create a leaf classification key

• Identify and group flowering and non-

flowering plants

• To classify flowering and non-flowering plants

Social Studies

• To identify the seven continents of the world

• To use a compass rose to describe the location of 

the continents

• To present information about a continent and 

culture

• To locate and describe the oceans of the world

• Using a compass to describe the location of 

oceans on a map

• To identify and describe a range of different sea 

animals

• To identify and describe a ranges of landform of 

the Earth

• Identifying the different kinds of bodies of water

• To describe how each kind of body of water is 

important

• To use a map grid to locate items on a map

• To create a map of their own classroom 

• Identifying locations on a map using longitude 

and latitude

• To identify what hemisphere or hemispheres a 

location is in

• To identify aspects the children like about 

different continents

• To research a favourite place, present that 

research and explain their findings. 

Moral Education

• To describe what treating people 

equally means

• To distinguish between cases of 

treating people equally and fairly

• To recognise how to respond when 

confronted with examples of inequality

• To explain what is meant by 

appreciation and how to express it in 

appropriate ways 

• To demonstrate awareness of the world 

and how we fit into it

• To explain why people and things 

matter and give reasons why

• To understand why it is important to 

protect the environment 

• To take action to protect the 

environment using communication 

skills



Thematic Curriculum - Subject Areas

Geography

• To describe how a volcano is formed

• Identify the different parts of a volcano

• Locating the worlds countries using maps 

to focus on Europe 

• Identify the position of key lines of 

longitude and latitude

• Describe key aspects of physical geography 

• Use atlases, maps, globes and digital 

mapping to locate countries 

• Describe changes in the earth over time

• Define natural and man-made disasters

• Evaluate the affect of natural disasters on 

the world around them

• Investigate how natural disasters can be 

predicted and measured

• Describe how the earth is structured

History

• To research and describe natural disasters 

across the ages

• To recall facts about the explosion of 

Mount Versuavius on Pompeii

• To study the roman empire and its impact 

on Britain

• To write an account from the point of view 

of a Roman person witnessing the 

explosion of Mount Vesuavius

• To complete a local history study 

• To examine historical facts and artifacts

Art 

• To blend colours to create an effective 

background 

• To evaluate photographs

• To create a portfolio to record  

observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas

• To improve art and design techniques, 

including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials for 

example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay

• To research great artists, architects and 

designers in history.



Thematic Curriculum - Subject Areas

Music

• To listen to and repeat single phrases

• To find the pulse and sing in time

• To clap and sing simple rhythms

• To control voice while singing (breath, control, 

pitch and diction)

• To use appropriate movement or actions when 

singing

• To describe music by speed/tempo, 

volume/dynamics

• To sing an entire song from memory

Drama

• To read and understand a famous fable

• To understand what tableaux is

• To use tableaux to tell a well-known fable

• To begin using transitions in performance work

• To understand what narration is

• To discuss and clarify word meanings, linked 

to those already known, particularly subject 

specific terminology. 

• To discuss favourite words and phrases

• To continue to build up a repertoire of theatre 

styles

• To make inferences on the basis of what is said 

and done

Modern Foreign Languages 

• To explore the alphabet 

• To explore phonics in French 

• To apply this to spell student´s name

• To explore Meeting and Greeting in French (and 

in France)

• To apply phonic , pronunciation and spelling

• To create short dialogues 

• To say Who We Are 

• To remember the names of pets 

• To explore about answering and asking the 

question “tu as un animal?
• To apply the verb “AVOIR” –

je/tu/il/elle :nous/vous/ils-elles

• To explore and practise how to describe animals 

using colours and size. 

• To correctly place adjectives

• To discuss where animals live

• To explore different food vocabulary using articles 

“le/la/les/l’ ”

• To apply how to say ‘I like’ and ‘I don’t like’ in 

French (Opinions + Using articles “le/la/les/l’ ”)

• To explore and evaluate how to justify opinions in 

French 

• To apply the use of connective such as ‘parce que’ 

and ‘aussi’.



Thematic Curriculum - Subject Areas

Computing

• To explain what personal information is.

•

• To tell an adult when I see something unexpected 

or worrying online.

•

• To explain why it’s important to be kind and 

polite.

•

• To create with different technology tools:

• PowerPoint

• Word

• Onedrive

•

• To utilise technology when creating and 

presenting my ideas

•

• To use the keyboard or a word bank on my device 

to enter text

Design & Technology

• To be able to design and manufacture a board 

game. 

• To be able to design and manufacture characters 

and a dice for the board game.

• Confidently and safely demonstrate use of a 

variety of equipment in different workshops

• To be able to design and manufacture a ‘dinosaur’ 

toy.

• Demonstrate use of a variety of equipment in the 

textiles room

• To be able to confidently demonstrate the safe use 

a knife to cut an array of fruits and vegetables 

evenly. 

• To be able to demonstrate the safe use of a knife 

whilst demonstrating different techniques. 

• To confidently and safely demonstrate use of basic 

electronics equipment whilst adhering to safety 

requirements. 

• To be able to produce a completed PCB circuit 

board/moisture sensor



Thematic Curriculum - Subject Areas

Swimming 

• To swim 25 meters on my front bringing my arms 

out of the water without stopping and using 

correct breathing technique 

• To swim 25 meters on my back using alternate arms 

without stopping. 

• To swim 15 meters  breaststroke using my arms and 

legs. 

• To peer assess my friend and explain how they can 

swim more efficiently using swimmer/teacher 

technique using ipad or resource card. 

• To tread water for 1 minute

• To holds the HELP position for more than 10 

seconds

• To swim with my head up for 5 metres. 

• To swim underwater for 5  metres. 

• To push and glide on my front and roll onto my 

back.  

• To do a standing dive start.

• To push and glide on my back and roll onto my 

front.

• To do a handstand in the water. 

PE

• To identify and perform the appropriate technique 

using the turning board, displaying the correct 

running technique.

• To identify and execute a safe take off and 

landing. Using subject knowledge to ensure that 

the knowledge of rules and safety procedures is 

confidently understood. 

• To implement the accuracy when performing 

throws and exploring the power.

• To analyse the safety and understanding the 

importance of safety throughout the throwing 

lessons. 

• To develop throwing technique to perform the 

correct action.

• To investigate the importance of the legs and hips 

in your throw and develop the components of the 

basic technique to execute an accurate throw.



Arabic and Islamic

Arabic A
وص يفسر المتعلم العبارات المستخدمة في النص•

مات األدبية بمختلف أنواعها مميًزا بين االستخدا

.الحقيقية والمجازية

فاصيل يحدد المتعلم الفكرة المحورية في النص والت•

يسة الفكرة الرئيسة شارًحا كيف تدعم التفاصيل الرئ

.المحورية

قرأ يطبق المتعلم معرفته بقواعد الصوتيات لي•

ة الكلمات المألوفة ويهجيء الكلمات غير المألوف

ومتعددة المقاطع كما يمكنه حذف صوت أو مقطع 

.لتغيير المعنى

ا واضًحا يكتب المتعلم نصوًصا سردية مقدًما سياقً •

.لألحداث

صية يقدم المتعلم عرًضا شفويًا عن خبرات شخ•

ة محدًدا الزمان والمكان مستخدًما اللغة الفصيح

.مومنوًعا أساليبه لجذب المستمعين وتشويقه

يستوعب المتعلم المادة المسموعة ويعيد ذكر 
ا الفكر الواردة فيها وم

زً ا المحتوى بدقة وترتيب ممي 
ً
حدد
ا آخر لهذه المادة

ً
عنوان

Islamic

• To identify the morals of recitation.

• To follow the example of Prophet 

Muhammad SAW in following the 

truth.

• To recite Surat-ul-Alaq with Tajweed.

• To explain the general meaning and 

the vocabularies contained in the 

verses.

• To identify at least five facts about 

Angels.

• To compare and contrast between 

Angels and humans.

• To explain the jobs of some of Allah’ 

SWTs Angels.

• To search for the name of the deed 

for which the Angels ask forgiveness 

for the doer.

Arabic B

•To express personal information 

relying heavily on memorized 

phrases.

•To differentiate between 

interrogative and informative 

sentences

•To produce short sentences with 

support to give information. 

•To understand the main points in 

a sequence of related sentences 

using familiar language.

•To understand some information 

out of simple sentences (one 

sentence at time) in personal and 

social contexts, supported with 

non-linguistic clues.


