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Of Mice and Men
[image: ]Prior to starting lessons in September, it is crucial that you have secured your knowledge and understanding of ‘Of Mice and Men’. When we cover this in Y11, we are doing so on the basis that you know the novel, including the characters, plot, key themes and ideas. 
This booklet contains a lot of key information from the novella. You should read, memorise, and test yourself on the key facts. Remember, this is a closed book exam, so you have to be able to remember everything about the novel. 
It is recommended that you print this booklet to complete it on paper. 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
A knowledge organiser is a fantastic way for you to collate your information in a succinct way. You can research examples of these online. Please hand in your knowledge organiser for Of Mice and Men to your teacher in September.  
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GEORGE and LENNIE
TWO Migrant workers.

CURLEY and CURLEYS WIFE
The boss's soll(anéx-bover) £~
and his néw wife.
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CHAPTER | DAYANDTME | LOCATION | CHARACTERS MANEVENTS
NUMBER INVOLVED
Thursday Thepool  |Lennie Character introductions
evening George We see Lennie as the child and George as the “father”
We hear about the dream
We know that there is something
mysterious about Lennie’s past
We know they are about to start work
Friday moming | The Al We meet all other white characters
bunkhouse |Characters | Both the boss and Curley mark the men out as trouble
except George tells Lennie to stay away from Curley's jailbait
Crooks Wite
Lennie predicts the unhappy ending - “its mean here”
Friday The George Carlson bullies Candy into shooting his dog
evening bunkhouse | Slim Candy joins in on Lennie and George's dream
Whit Curley fights with Lennie
Carlson Lennie crushes his hand and Curley is forced to lie
Candy about the injury
Lennie
Curley
Saturday night | Crooks’ room | Crooks Crooks talks to Lennie about land
in the stables | Lennie Grooks taunts Lennie and he flips
Candy Grooks talks about loneliness and racism
Curley's Wife |Candy joins in
(George) Gurley’s wife comes in and taunts them
They all leave Crooks alone
Sunday Stables Lennie Lennie is mourning his pup
aftenoon Curley's Wife | Curley’s Wife tells Lennie her own dream
Candy Lennie kills Curley's Wite by accident
George Lennie flees.
All others ex- | Gandy finds her and tells George
ceptBoss | George steals Carlson’s gun whilst Candy tels the
others - the dream is dead
Curley ses up a lynch mob
Sunday Thepool  |Lennie Lennie has hallucinations about the bad things he’s
evening George done
Slim George finds him and reassures him
Curley George shoots him in the head
Carison Slim comforts George

Carlson can't understand what the fuss is about
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Settings

Steinbeck takes time at the beginning of most chapters to give a detailed description of the setting for that particular chap-
ter. He is making sure that the reader can imagine the place in as much detail as he can give them. Also, these settings
tell us a lot about the lifestyles of characters and the underlying tensions of the novel. Read each of the settings below
and explain to yourself in as much detail as you can what Steinbeck is trying to tell us.

Chapter One

“A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs deep and green. The water is
warm too, for it has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before reaching the narrow pool. On one side
of the river the golden foothill slopes curve p to the strong and rocky Gabilan mountains, but on the valley side the water
is lined with trees - willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower leaf junctures the debris of the win-
ter's flooding; and sycamores with mottled, white, recumbent limbs and branches that arch over the pool. On the sandy
bank under the trees the leaves lie deep and so crisp that a lizard makes a great skittering if he runs among them. Rab-
bits come out of the brush to sit on the sand in the evening, and the damp flats are covered with the night tracks or

‘coons, and with the split-wedge tracks of deer that come to drink in the dark.”

Chapter Two

“The bunk house was a long, rectangular building. Inside, the walls were whitewashed and the floor unpainted. In three
walls there were small, square windows, and in the fourth, a solid door with a wooden latch. Against the walls were eight
bunks , five of them made up with blankets and the other three showing their burlap ticking. Over each bunk there was
nailed an apple box with the opening forward so that it made two shelves for the personal belongings of the occupant of
the bunk. And these shelves were loaded with little articles, soap and talcum powder, razors and those Western maga-
Zines ranch men love to read and scoff at and secretly believe. And there were medicines on the shelves, and lite vials,
combs; and from nails on the box sides, a few neckties. Near one wall there was a black cast-iron stove, its stovepipe
going straight up through the ceiling. In the middle of the room stood a big square table littered with playing cards, and
around it were grouped boxes for the players to sit on.”

Chapter Three
“Although there was evening brightness showing through the windows of the bunk house, inside it was dusk. Through the
open door came the thuds and occasional clangs of a horseshoe game, and now and then the sound of voices raised in
approval or derision

slim and George came into the darkening bunk house together. Slim reached up over the card table and tumed on
the electric light. Instantly the table was brilliant with light, and the cone of shade threw its brightness straight downward,
leaving the corners of the bunk house stillin dusk. Slim sat down on a box and George took his place opposite.”
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Chapter Four

“Crooks, the negro stable buck, had his bunk in the harness room; a little shed that leaned off the wall of the bam. On one
side of the little room there was a square four-paned window, and on the other, a narrow plank door leading into the barn
Crooks’ bunk was a long box filled with straw, on which his biankets were flung. On the wall by the window there were:
pegs on which hung broken harness in process of being mended; strips of new leather; and under the window itself a little
bench for leather-working tools, curved knives and needles and balls of linen thread, and a small hand riveter. On pegs
were also pieces of hamess, a split collar with the horsehair stuffing sticking out, a broken hame, a trace chain with its
leather covering spiit. Crooks had his apple box over his bunk, and in it a range of medicine bottles, both for himself and
for the horses. There were cans of saddle soap and a drippy can of tar with its paint brush sticking over the edge. And
scattered about the floor were a number of personal possessions; for, being alone, Crooks could leave his things about,
and being a stable buck and a cripple, he was more permanent than the other men, and he had accumulated more pos-
sessions than he could carry on his back.”

Chapter Five
‘One end of the great barn was piled high with new hay and over the pile hung the four-taloned Jackson fork suspended
from its pulley. The hay came down lie a mountain slope to the end of the barn, and there was a level place as yet un-
filled with the new crop. At the sides the feeding racks were visible, and between the slats the heads of horses could be
seen

It was Sunday afternoon. The resting horses nibbled the remaining wisps of hay, and they stamped their feet and
they bit the wood of the mangers and rattled their halter chains. The afternoon sun sliced in through the cracks of the bam
walls and lay in bright lines on the hay. There was the buzz of flies in the ar, the lazy afternoon humming.”

Chapter Six
“The deep green pool of the Salinas River was stil in the late afternoon. Already the sun had left the valley to go climbing
up the slopes of the Gabilan mountains, and the hilltops were rosy in the sun. By the pool among the motfled sycamores,
a pleasant shade had fallen

Awater snake glided smoothly up the pool, twisting its periscope head from side to side; and it swam the length of
the pool and came to the legs of a motionless heron that stood in the shallows. A silent head and beak lanced down and
plucked it out by the head, and the beak swallowed the little snake while its tail waved frantically

Afar rush of wind sounded and a gust drove through the tops of the trees like a wave. The sycamore leaves tumed
up their silver sides, the brown, dry leaves on the ground scudded a few feet. And row on row of tiny wind waves flowed
up the pool's green surface.”
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Battle of the Sexes
There are three types of women in OMAM and they stand for very different things. Using three different colours, underline
each of the statements depending on whether they describe CURLEY'S WIFE, AUNT CLARA or SUSY.

She is virtually powerless and so uses her only weapon, her sexuality. The men fancy her, but are very wary of her
because she spells trouble.

She representsa female authority figure for Lennie.

Her over-flirtatious behaviour drives the people around her away.

She runs the local brothel in Soledad.

She haunts the ranch like a ghost - no one pays attention to her and she is always roaming.

Lennie respects her and is quite afraid of her.

Itis hinted that Slim has a soft spot for her, and her for him.

She is respected by the men because she does not take advantage of them by charging too high a price.
She is not respected by any of the men, and they call her “tramp”, “jailbait” and “tart”.

The impression we get from Lennie and George is that she was a mixture of kindness and strictness.
She married her husband to get away from her mother - she does not love him and he does not love her.
She keeps her establishment tidy and her girls clean.

She has her own impossible dream of being a movie star, which shows how naive she is.

To Lennie, she is someone who makes him feel bad, inadequate and dependent on George.

She’s like the men in a way - dreaming of another life and frustrated by the reality of her own.

She has a sense of humour and she doesn'’t put pressure on the men.

She proves that she can be both a bully and kind when she talks to Lennie and Crooks.

The relationship is nothing to do with sex.

With this relationship, it's no-strings attached pleasure, business-like.

This relationship is dangerous and sexy. She is a demanding, “real” woman that men struggle to deal with.
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In the novel, men stereotype women and women stereotype men. They put each others’ dreams down and make it hard for
the other to achieve anything. They have such a bad opinion of each other that they are blind to each other’s positive
sides.

Itis safe to say that Steinbeck’s focus for his novel was not women, but the relationships between men. Having
grown up in Soledad himself as a child, Steinbeck had first hand experience of working on ranches and so that is why the
characters and the theme of loneliness in OMAM are so authentic. Therefore, he relies on three stereotypes of women in
his novel to show how they affect men differently. Firstly, Aunt Clara. Although we never meet the real Aunt Clara, only
Lennie’s projection of her in Cahpter Six, she is the typical strong mother figure. It is clear from the things George says in
Chapter One that she was kind and cared for Lennie a great deal. He has a respect for her that has lasted right into his
adulthood and he tells Lennie off for forgetting who she is. We also get the impression she was a force to be reckoned with
(another way of saying a battle axe or really strict), there is no mention of an Uncle or a male influence on their childhoods
(except from a passing comment about George’s grandfather’s farm), so we have to assume that manners and behaviour
were learnt from her. She is a safe character and a woman that poses no threat to the men and they are free to think of her
fondly.

Secondly, Curley's Wife. Unlike Aunt Clara, she does not really fit the stereotype of the homely wife. We expect her
to be quiet, polite, frumpy, passive and does what she is told. Really, if she followed the stereotype of what people ex-
pected from married women at the time in America, we would have probably never met her in the novel. Instead, she rep-
resents the stereotype of the dangerous woman. She is young, pretty and wears provocative and sexy clothes. She flirts
and tempts the men in a way that is wrong for a woman in her position. She ignores Curley's wishes and roams the ranch
at will. Because of this, the men do not know how to take her: she is supposed to be one thing, but comes across as some-
thing else entirely. This creates hostility and anger towards her - she is not a safe character and a man could get in trouble
by getting too close. Her behaviour is attention seeking and crude (by that, | mean she is too young and inexperienced to
really know how to talk to the men without being a threat) and the more the men ignore her, the more outrageous her be-
haviour becomes. Her death is dramatic and it fits with her character.

Susy's brothel is a place of comfort for the men. She sells them more than sexual pleasure, she offers them conver-
sation, jokes, time and patience. She is a practical business woman who has a no nonsense attitude and takes pride in her
establishment. Whit compares hers to the other brothel in Soledad and he admires her attention to her customers and her
sexual cleanliness rather than the actual sexual acts that are performed there. This is important, because although she
should be a threatening and dangerous character like Curley's Wife, she poses no threat because there is a clear set of
rules that the men can follow. Firstly, it's a place where you can pay for sex, so that gives the men chance for a certain
type of intimacy without the hassle of an actual relationship (remember, the men shut off their emotions to a certain extent
to protect themselves from the loneliness). Secondly, she allows the men to sit socially without pressurising them into buy-
ing one of her girls, this encourages social interaction with women in an environment that is non threatening. Thirdly, the
men obviously respect her because she talks to them, makes them laugh and gives them the attention they crave without
asking for anything in return. In contrast, Curley’s Wife can be compared to Lennie, who “don’t know no rules”, she pre-
sents a relationship without rules or boundaries, so the men stay away.

Nevertheless, regardless of how much the men enjoy their time at Susy’s place, they are still lonely and still crave
more companionship and closeness. They are caught in an impossible situation.
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Animal Imagery.
Below is a jumble of 25 points about animals and creatures in the novel. Match up each point to one of the coloured head-
ings at the top. There should be five for each.

PINK - Lennie’s relationship with animals
ORANGE - Working animals on the ranch

BLUE - Candy's dog

YELLOW - Descriptions of Lennie comparing him to animals
GREEN - by the pool or in the brush

1.Slim kills at birth several of his dog's puppies, showing the practical attitude to animals on the ranch as these puppies
are not needed and Lulu cannot feed them all

2. Candy is upset that he has allowed someone else to Kill his dog. This links with the nover's ending when George
musters the courage to kill Lennie, ensuring that he dies happy and unafraid.

3.1n the opening paragraphs of the novel, Steinbeck creates a picture of the natural worid being disturbed by humans as
the animals flee to safety.

4. Steinbeck describes Lennie as being like a horse when he drinks. Like an animal, he is simply answering a basic need
5. At the end in the clearing, the heron eats a water snake, demonstrating Nature’s way of survival of the fittest

6. Carison is the most forthright with his views on Candy’s dog. He can see no use for i, stating that it is unkind to let it live.
7. Because he is black, Crooks is treated on the ranch litle better than an animal. He is made o live in the barn with the
horses and the smell of their manure

8. When a mule spits its hoof, Crooks and Slim tend to t. This attention is needed for practical, unsentimental reasons to
keep it as a useful, working creature on the ranch, unlike Candy’s dog

9. Another piece of animal imagery for Lennie is when Steinbeck describes his as a terrier because he is tenacious, always
unwilling and unable to release his hold

10. When Lennie explains early in the novel how he always unintentionally killed the mice his Aunt Clara gave to him,
Steinbeck is giving the reader an indication of how he s unable to control his strength

11. Lennie Kills the puppy with his heavy-handed petting and clumsy shows of affection

12. Candy's dog has for many years provided companionship for him, regardless of the fact that it has long since stopped
being a useful and skilful sheepdog

13.In the bam, as Curley’s Wie's body is discovered, Steinbeck emphasises the ranch animal noises that accompany this
scene

14, Steinbeck's simile that compares Lennie to a bear conveys a mixture of brute strength and innocence

15. When Lennie tries to sneak the puppy into the bunkhouse, his low animal mentality is immediately obvious to George.
This incident shows that Lennie cannot help but get into trouble

16. Steinbeck's detail of the noise that the lizards make adds sounds to the opening scene

17. The dog’s mercy-killing is paralleled by the ending. Both the dog and Lennie are crippled, one physically and the other
mentally- both are shot with the same gun

18. When Lennie claims that he will go and live in a cave, and George states that someone will shoot him, the author is
suggesting Lennie’s similarity with a wild animal

15.In his description of the carp’s movement, Steinbeck stresses how Nature is full of strange forces,

20. Lennie yeams to tend rabbits so that he can pet and protect them. His childiike character is shown by the fact he wants
different coloured ones

21. Steinbeck again likens Lennie to a bear with paws during the confrontation with Curley. Here, Lennie shows only an
animals’ sense of self-protection. He is not aggressive though it is interesting to note that Curley is compared to a rat and a
fish

22. The importance of rabbits to Lennie, the killing of Curley’s Wife and the mudde in his brain about being in trouble all
join at the end of the novel to make him hallucinate a giant rabbit

23. The fact that the dog is near the end of is life suggests the same idea about Candy

24. The dove symbolises peace, conveying the tranquility of the scene before George and Lennie appear at the beginning
25. Slim is a jerkline skinner who controls the mules with a skill that makes him respected and admired on the ranch.
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ferent ways of Revising

Here is a list of different ways of making your notes more memorable. Not all of these are English-only, you can use

them in other subjects too. Oooh, look how useful I'm being!

«  Colour code your notes: eg, pink for Curley's Wife points, grey for the theme loneliness etc

Flash cards - have key words, phrases, ideas, events etc on coloured card

Posters - make posters to stick around your house with key information on. Eg, the toilet

Storyboards

Make a collage of key words, pictures and images for characters or themes

Brainstorms

Word-picture association - link key ideas or phrases with a picture to help you memorise

Flow diagram - showing sequences of ideas/events/consequences efc

Tape yourself talking about everything you know about a topic/key information/character/theme/event and listen to

yourself as you travel or as you exercise, or even as you o to sleep, i's amazing how much the unconscious

brain can absorb.

«  Wiite key words on scraps of paper, fold them up and put them into a hat. Pick each one out at a time and either
write down or explain out loud to yourself as much as you know about the topic

o Wiite out key phrases three times and test yourself regularly until you've got them memorised.

o Mind maps

o Practise exam questions - they are on Moodle

How to Revise

When revising, it is a really good idea to:

o Make a timetable for yourself

«  Getupand go to bed at the same time every day, eg. Get up at 8 and go to bed at 11

« Break up your time into hour slots so you don't overload your brain

o Varythe topics you study - you have more than one subject to revise for and so you should share out your time
appropriately.

o Ifits sunny, go and study outside. It'l give you a welcome change of scenery, you'll get some fresh air and you
can soak up some good old vitamin D at the same time!

o Breaks are important - after each hour session, give yourself 5 minutes to make a brew, have something to eat or
have a walk around. However, make sure you don't end up having more breaks than revision

o Spend the first five minutes of a session going through what you did last time to refresh your memory.

o Getyour parents to test you on your knowledge

o Beabee - study with a friend so you can share your ideas and cross-poliinate your knowledge. However, make
sure you stay focussed or you will waste your time.

«  Havea chillout at least one day a week. Go and do something fun with your mates or just sit and veg in front of
the tv - it doesn't matter what you do, just remember that all work and no play makes GCSE students frazzled
stress heads. It's ok to go have some funl
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Themes
Below are a list of themes within the novel. Using a piece of paper, write them down and think about who you think they
relate to, at what time in the novel and what it says about that character or event. Be as detailed as possible.

Dreams
Loneliness

«  Darkness and Light
Animal imagery
Battle of the sexes

Parallels
First, we need to look at the different parallels within the novel. Usually a key event mirrors a more significant point or event
Steinbeck is making. Have a look at the table below. Can you think of any others? Fill in the bottom of the table.

Original Parallel How do they parallel?

Candy They are both old and not really wanted around any
more. They are both useless in terms of work. They
Candy's dog are both considered to be “disposable”

Lennie Linked by animal imagery. Lennie is led out to a safe
place, told to sit and shot in the back of the head
Candy's dog They are both let go by their loved ones.

Pup Both animals have been killed by Lennie’s heavy
petting. Lennie is unaware of his own strength. He
The dead mouse doesn't know how to punish an animal without hurting
it

Curley's Wite She is petted too hard. Lennie kills her without
meaning to. Realises he has done a bad thing and
The dead mouse tries to keep it from George

Curley's Wite Allows Lennie to get too close. Scare Lennie when
they panic. Both wear red - provocative colour. Both
Woman in Weed getalynch mob to o after Lennie

The end of the novel It's the same time of day and the same place.
The beginning of the Steinbeck starts off describing the nature. George and
novel Lennie have the same talk about the dream.
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Darkness and Light

Dark and Light imagery are used often in the novel to give the reader clues about certain characters and events. Below are
a set of quotations that use light and dark imagery. Can you fill in the boxes on the right with what they show us?

Quotation

“The water is warm too, for it
has slipped twinkling over the
yellow sands in the sunlight
before reaching the pool.”

“The day was going fast now.
Only the tops of the Gabilan
mountains flamed with the light
of the sun that had gone from
the valley. A water snake
slipped along on the pool, its
head held up like a lttle peri-
scope.”

Chapter

What do these quotes tell us about certain chapters?
What do they tell you about certain characters?
What do they tell you about the novel as a whole?

It makes the place sound positive. A lovely place to sit and be peaceful. It
also sounds safe and inviting.

“Atabout ten o'clock in the
morning the sun threw a bright
dust-laden bar through one of
the side windows, and in and
out of the beam flies shot like
rushing stars.”

“Both men glanced up, for the
rectangle of sunshine in the
doorway was cut off. A girl was
standing there looking in."

~

“Although there was evening
brightness showing through
the windows of the bunk-
house, inside it was dark "

“He led the dog out into the
darkness.”

“In the stable-buck's room a
small electric globe threw a
meagre yellow light.”
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