
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

GEMS FirstPoint School COVID-19  

Key Stage 5 Mini-School 
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Resumption of Operations 

 

Your child’s safety is our primary concern and we are fully committed supporting their health, wellbeing and 

continued academic development during this important time. Our reopening plans have been verified by both 

the KHDA and GEMS and they centre around 3 critical factors: 

 

1) The safety of your children across all age-groups at FPS.  We will be adhering to all Health and Safety 

regulations without exception. 

2) The wellbeing of your children.  We want them to be happy to be back at school, excited to see their friends 

and at all times feel safe and reassured that FPS is doing everything they can to keep them safe and provide 

them with a high-quality education. 

3) To provide an outstanding education that is uncompromised by the changes in delivery. We will ensure that 

every lesson is supporting the progress of your children whether delivered face to face in the classroom or via 

our Remote Learning strategy, which achieved the highest rating of ‘Developed’ by the KHDA during Term 3. 

Alongside this, schools shall ensure staff presence in the UAE at least (14) days prior to their first day of work to 

comply with any UAE health requirements (quarantine, COVID-19 tests, etc.). 

 

Uniform 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 KS5 (Year 12-13) 

Hair Professional haircut 
Tied back and off the face 

Discreet black, white or 

dark/light blue hair accessories 
All hair must be of natural colour 

No extreme hairstyles/cuts/hair sculpture 
Jewellery The only permitted jewellery 

items are: 

A wrist watch 
One very small stud earring in 

each ear 
No other piercing is permitted 

No temporary tattoos or body art,  other than for religious 

reasons 

Make Up No make-up, false nails or nail varnish 

Shirts Males: plain white shirt 
Females: plain white shirt or blouse 

Shirts tucked in, all buttons done-up and no rolling of sleeves 
Pullover/ Jacket An optional plain black cardigan or plain black jumper can be 

worn- non-branded and non-hooded 

An optional plain black blazer 
Tie Males: a compulsory smart plain formal tie- no bright colours or 

extreme patterns 

Females: an optional smart plain formal tie- no bright colours or 
extreme patterns 

Shoes Smart formal plain black leather polishable shoes; no canvas, 

fabric, pump or sport-shoe style or brand 
Trousers/ Skirt/ 
Belt 

Males: black trousers 

Females: black trousers or suit skirt that falls below the knee 
Plain black belt 

No chinos or jeans 

Socks Males: plain black 
Females: plain black or white 

Religious Coverings Head coverings: plain black, white or navy 
Arm coverings: plain, matching the school shirt 

Bag Suitable bag to carry and store equipment and resources 

PE/ Swimming PE 
FirstPoint PE shirt: house colour 
FirstPoint PE shorts or navy/black sports leggings 

White socks  

Sport shoes 
Swimming 
Females: house colour swimsuit and silicon cap 
Males: house colour swimming jammer and silicon cap  

All: goggles, towel and flip-flops or sandals 



 

Secondary Equipment List 

 

Pencil case 
 

Pens (black, blue and purple) 
 

Pencils/ sharpener/ eraser 
 

Coloured pencils 
 

Highlighters 
 

Ruler 
 

Scientific calculator 
 

Reading book 
 

USB drive 
 

A tablet or laptop: in line with the FirstPoint Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Policy 
 

Hygiene and sanitising products 
 

Food Preparation and Nutrition: Students are expected to bring their 
ingredients for practical lessons to school already weighed and measured. If 

students are unable to weigh and measure at home, they can do this in school in 
the morning of their practical lesson between 7:30-7:45am. All ingredients should 
be put in to reasonable sized containers or bags that clearly show the student’s 

name. All ingredients that need to be in the fridge for health and safety purposes 
should be put there before the start of the school day, there is a storage trolley for 
any remaining ingredients. A suitable sized container should also be brought in to 

school in order to take the finished product home. 

Mathematics: Geometry Set 



 

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) (2020-2021) 

Great news! We are returning to school and want to share the guidelines around bringing your own device. 

 

First, it is essential to emphasise that your child’s learning is the key focus around this initiative. We have reacted rigorously to government guidelines and 
put full plans in place to protect our children and to ensure the learning opportunities meet the highest possible expectations.   

 

In order to enhance access to learning opportunities across a range of subjects and support the blended learning approach, it is recommended that your 
child brings their own device to school which they can continue to use at home, this also supports the rules and regulations surrounding the COVID guidelines. 
Where required, we can support our students with devices, but any sharing will be avoided and covid guidelines will be adhered to in regards to cleaning.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Years 7-13 we recommend a windows based laptop for completing work and accessing digital content and resources. There are tablet devices with 
detachable keyboards or laptops which switch between the two features which are also well-suited, as long as they are compatible and you can access the 
software that has been used during distance learning e.g. Microsoft 365 apps (free access for all GEMS students), Microsoft Teams, Seesaw, Padlet etc. Any 
other specific applications will be shared by the subject teachers. Windows 10 is the preferred operating system, but whatever device you are using you need 
to ensure it can still receive updates from the manufacturer e.g. Microsoft, Apple, Samsung etc. Students will have access to cloud/online storage through 
Microsoft OneDrive but it is recommended you have at least 16GB available for storage in case some applications require internal space.  
 
Each student must bring their own headphones which are compatible with the device they are using. Remember to fully charge the device each evening so 
it is ready for each school day.  
 
*Please note that mobile phones are not an appropriate choice for school based tasks and students are not expected to use them during the school day for 

any of the main tasks. If you would like a full copy of the BYOD policy you can view it at https://www.gemsfirstpointschool-dubai.com/For-
Parents/School-Policies 

A windows based laptop is 
preferable but other 

laptops such as an iMac is 
acceptable. 

Wired headphones are 

preferable as they are easy 
to connect and don’t need 
charging. 

Please ensure the 

device is 100% charged 
for the start of each 
day.  

(Optional) If you have 
a tablet device then a 

keyboard would make 

typing a lot easier. 

If you have Bluetooth 
headphones then you 

need to ensure they 

are fully charged. 

https://www.gemsfirstpointschool-dubai.com/For-Parents/School-Policies
https://www.gemsfirstpointschool-dubai.com/For-Parents/School-Policies


 

Hygiene Measures 

 

Key Stage 5 students are required to: 

 

 Wear masks at all times 

 Maintain social distancing (2-metres outside of the classroom and 1.5-metres inside of the classroom) 

 Have their temperature checked when entering site 

 Sanitise frequently throughout the day 

 

Times of the Day 

 

 Students can arrive earlier than usual at 7:15 am where needed. 

 Students should proceed directly to their first classroom. 

 Teachers will be in their classroom and activities will be provided prior to the lesson start.  
 

Key Stage 5  

Sun-Wed 

Y12 Lesson Start 7:45am; Finish 3:10pm. 

Y13 Lesson Start 7:45am; Finish 3:10pm. 

Thurs 

Y12 Lesson Start 7:45am; Finish 1:10pm. 

Y13 Lesson Start 7:45am; Finish 1:10pm. 
 

Staggered Start and Finish to the Day  

 

 The school will be running a staggered return to school for the first week, in order to safely induct all students 

and share with them the changes to arrangements, access, timetables and walkways. This decision has also 

been made with the student’s wellbeing and mental health in mind. We wish to reduce any student anxiety and 

is to provide an opportunity for students to become comfortable and familiar with the new arrangements. A 

dedicated staffing team will be available to take students through the new site and school arrangements and 

discuss any and all changes.  

 

Entering and Exiting Site 

 

Entering Site 

Key Stage 5 students can enter site through 2 gates: 

 

1) Gate 1 (Front Gate- Right Hand Side) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Students will move through the gates and into the auditorium through the double doors. 

 Students will proceed through the designated channels and be temperature checked as they enter school. 

Students will then exit the auditorium and leave via B Block double doors and enter the school via their designated 

entry points (see below).   

 

2) Gate 6 (Back Gate) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Students move through the gates (storing bikes, etc.). Students proceed to enter the back of B Block (the back 

of the swimming baths). Students will be temperature checked as they move through the double doors past the 

sports hall and auditorium. Students will then proceed to enter the school through designated entry points (see 

below). 

 

At all entrance points, all authorised persons must enter one at a time, spaced 2-metres apart (as per the floor 

markings). All authorised persons must enter wearing the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE). The 

school will stock extra PPE to accommodate authorised persons who do not have the required PPE for entry. 

 At all points, stickers on the floor will demarcate 2-metre social distancing and queuing. There will a member of 

security staff to take temperature checks and man the thermal cameras.  

 Every station will be manned - to control temperature checks, manning of the thermal cameras (checking for 

symptoms and temperatures <37.5) and isolating students with temperatures above 37.5. There will be spare 

sanitisation materials (hand gels) and PPE equipment at every entrance point, to ensure all students and parents 

are wearing the correct PPE. Staff will also carry mobile hand sanitisers, be wearing full PPE, and have available 

additional spares to ensure they can further sanitise students as they enter the site. 

 

Designated Entry Points 

 

The designated entry points are assigned based on the block that the Period 1 lesson is in: 

 

 

 



 

 

Block  Designated Entry Points 

A 

 

B 

 

C & D 

 

 

Further Entry Details 

 

 Queuing areas outside will be demarcated - intervals 2-metres apart. 

 Entry/exit will be staggered, with limited crossover between students arriving by private transportation and bus-

riders. 

 Students will be supervised by staff in classrooms and by leaders as they transition into school.  

 Hand sanitisers have been provided/installed at every access point and outside classrooms. Additional hand 

sanitisers are available in classrooms.  

 



 

Exiting Site 

 

 Students will be required to depart site as soon as the school day finishes at 3:05. 

 Students will exit the building through their designated exit points (see below).  

 They will depart site via Gate 1 (Front Gate- Left Hand Side) or the Gate 6 (Back Gate). 

 

Designated Exit Points 

 

 The designated exit points are assigned based on the block that the Period 6 lesson is in: 

 

Block  Designated Exit Points 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 



 

D 

 

 

 

Transport Safety Measures 

 

 Students taking the bus will be scanned for their temperature before getting on. Anyone with a fever ≥37.50C 

will not be allowed entry– parents will be contacted and the child returned to their parent/carer.  

 Buses will be running at 50% capacity. 

 To use the bus you must register with STS, accept their terms and conditions and Bus Behaviour Code, clear 

any outstanding fees and pay one month (September 2020) fees to confirm registration.  

 No food or drink (other than water) can be consumed on the bus. 

 Students must sanitise their hands when getting on the bus, and once before dismounting. 

 Only one bus at a time may allow students to descend and enter the school premises. Students should wait 

inside their bus until all students have disembarked from the previous bus. 

 Descending from the bus should be done in an orderly fashion, row by row, and respecting social distancing. 

 Each bus is required to have at least one bus monitor to check students’ temperatures, dispense hand gel, tend 

to students who require assistance, and usher them when disembarking. 

 Students will be assigned seating, with the same seating assignments maintained daily. 

 Students will be temperature checked a second time on arrival at school and before leaving the bus - allowing 

them to exit the bus and then move across the green, directly to their designated entry points and into class 

from the back of school. 

 For further information, please contact STS.  

 

If your child becomes sick– Screening and Contingency/Emergency Plan  

 

 



 

 They will immediately be moved to the Quarantine Room, where they will be monitored by a School Nurse.  

 You will be contacted immediately to retrieve your child from school.  

 The school shall not administer any medicines to your child.  

 The school will inform you about the nearest hospital and COVID-19 testing centre. 

 If your child tests positive for COVID-19, you are mandated to inform the school so that they can take 

measures to secure the health of other students and staff who may have been exposed to the virus.  

 Information about your child will not be shared with anyone other than the relevant government authorities. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

Class Sizes and Grouping 

 

 The school will be split into learning bubbles.   

 Bubbles are arranged in age-specific groups. 

 Each class within each bubble is kept isolate from other classes in the same bubble.   

 The maximum Key Stage 5 class size is 24 students. 

 At any and all movement points within the day, students are sanitised before leaving the classroom, the 

classroom is sanitised, they move through common areas that are sanitised throughout the day by cleaning 

staff, all students are sanitised prior to moving into their new learning space and the learning space has already 

been sanitised.  This ensures the safe movement of students within their learning bubble.  Higher up the 

school, double and triple lessons in a subject are organised to reduce movement and the use of movement 

areas.  Movement timings are staggered to prevent cross-contamination.  

 The majority of lessons will be live streamed so that all students will be able to access lessons and teacher 

support in 'real time'.  We will also be providing asynchronous material for students to complete and submit 

online.  Teachers will feedback to students electronically using the systems we have established during distance 

learning.  The students and staff are experienced and confident with the platforms we will be using and we are 

therefore confident that this will be successful.  

 

Approaches 

 

 Blended learning is an approach to education that combines online educational materials and opportunities 

for interaction online with traditional place-based classroom methods. It requires the presence of both teacher 

and student, with some elements of student control over time, place, path, or pace. While access with a 

teacher present, face-to-face classroom practices, where appropriate, can be combined with digital activities 

regarding content and delivery. 

 

 Synchronous learning happens in real time. This means that the teacher and students are present face to 

face or virtually. This method will be the most common for your child whether you have chosen the option to 

be in school or access live lessons through distance learning. 

 

 Asynchronous learning happens at a time and place to suit the learner.  The materials to access learning are 

readily available. This method suits the independent learning tasks which your child can access at any time and 

at a pace that is suitable for them. 

 



 

 

 

Blended Learning (2020-2021) 

 
Great news! We are returning to school and want to share the guidelines around blended learning. 

 

First, it is essential to emphasise that whether you have chosen to send your child to school or access live lessons through distance learning, we will ensure 
the learning opportunities meet the highest possible expectations.   

 

We welcome all students back into school, but in order to enhance access to learning opportunities across a range of subjects we will provide a blended 
learning approach. This also supports the rules and regulations surrounding the COVID guidelines. It is recommended that, if possible, your child has access 
to the same device whether at school or home, please see the BYOD document for more details. 
 

 

 

The software to support the blended learning approach will be similar to what your child used last year at FPS e.g. Microsoft 365 apps (free access for all 
GEMS students), Microsoft Teams, Seesaw, Padlet etc. Any other specific apps will be shared by the subject teachers.   
 
In the classroom: A teacher will always be present and will deliver in a traditional method for part of the lesson as you would expect, the lesson will also be 
live streamed where required. Students will also have the opportunity to access digital materials to support their personalised learning journey in the subject. 
When not being instructed directly by the teacher, they can access online materials to work independently which enables the teacher to speak to the learners 
more freely and offer personalised support to individual students. 
 
Outside of the classroom: Students have the opportunity to access digital materials to support their personalised learning journey in the subject. Students 
can access digital learning material outside the classroom that has been directed to them by the teacher. This will include video instruction by the teacher. 
However, a student can also develop themselves further in their learning without being directed because of the high quality resources available.  

 

 

https://www.gemsfirstpointschool-dubai.com/For-Parents/School-Policies


 

Transition Week 

 

 To ensure effective transition back to school, we are running a staggered first week back. 

 All Year 12 students and new joining Year 13 students will start on Sunday 30th August. 

 All Year 13 students will start on Monday 31st August. 

 

 

Sunday 

30th 

August 

Monday 

31st 

August 

Tuesday 

1st 

September 

Wednesday 

2nd 

September 

Thursday 

3rd 

September 

Year 12 7:45-9:45 7:45-3:10 7:45-3:10 7:45-3:10 7:45-1:10 

Year 13 

New 

joiners only 

7:45-9:45 

7:45-3:10 7:45-3:10 7:45-3:10 7:45-1:10 

 

Transition Areas 

 

 School has carried out an inspection of the premises and planned a circulation map of the campus. This will be 

circulated during transition week. 

 

In the circulation map:  

 

One-way circulation has been privileged and signalled through floor/wall markings. Where one-
way circulation is not possible (e.g. C Block), two-way paths will be clearly marked to minimise 
crossovers and control the “flow” of students and movement.  

 Easy-to-understand signage (signs, arrows, colour signals in line with GEMS policy) has been ordered and installed 

throughout school at agreed, designated points. 

 Bottleneck areas have been identified (entry to classrooms, entry to bathrooms, entry into narrower hallways, 

etc.) where crowding is likely. Here signage is in place to demarcate queuing and social distancing while 1.5-

metres apart. Access to these areas is also timed.  

 Waiting areas in and out of key areas (classrooms) have been identified and marked with stickers to identify 

socially distant standing positions (1.5-metres). 

 Timings for breaks and other downtimes have been adapted to limit crossover between classes and to minimise 

congestion in hallways and other circulation zones. 

 Classroom doors will remain open when possible (i.e. unless a fire hazard) to increase entry/exit flow and avoid 

touching of door handle/knob, etc. 

 Students of Determination will be provided with clear guidance, differentiated as appropriate, to ensure the safe 

movement of themselves and others around the school site. Adaptations to the protocol may be required to meet 

any specific needs of the individual; however, these should not result in increased risk to themselves or others. 

 

Classrooms 

 

Classrooms will be set up according to the following standards: 



 

 

 Hand-gel dispensers (contactless and manual) will be installed at the entrance or inside classrooms. Teachers 

will also have access to dispensers which they can use (wearing PPE) to dispense for students.  

 A sanitisation kit will be made available to every teacher in every classroom. This will include a box of disinfectant 

wipes and disinfecting sprays and cloths which will be placed on every teacher’s desk (and regularly stocked). 

 Workstations will be arranged so that students are positioned 1.5-metres apart. 

 Shared tables will be demarcated so that it is clear where students should be seated. 

 All non-essential furniture will be removed to maximise available space. 

 Separate storage for belongings and lunch boxes will be designated within the classrooms and be allocated for 

every child.  

 Physical see-through barriers/partitions will be used in classes and larger spaces (i.e. the auditorium, converted 

cafeterias, converted gym/dance studio). 

 

Post-16 Independent Study Area 

 

Students with independent study lessons or asynchronous learning lessons will be required to study in the Post-

16 Independent Study Area, registering with the designated member of staff. It is set up according to the 

following standards: 

 

 Hand-gel dispensers (contactless and manual) will be installed at the entrance or inside the study area.  

 Teachers will also have access to dispensers which they can use (wearing PPE) to dispense for students.  

 A sanitisation kit will be made available to every teacher in the study area. This will include a box of disinfectant 

wipes and disinfecting sprays and cloths which will be placed on every teacher’s desk (and regularly stocked). 

 Workstations will be arranged so that students are positioned 1.5-metres apart. 

 Shared tables will be demarcated so that it is clear where students should be seated. 

 All non-essential furniture will be removed to maximise available space. 

 

Post-16 Cafe 

 

The Post-16 Cafe will be used as at break and lunch times. It will also be used as by students with independent 

study lessons or asynchronous learning lessons. It is set up according to the following standards: 

 

 Hand-gel dispensers (contactless and manual) will be installed at the entrance or inside classrooms. Teachers 

will also have access to dispensers which they can use (wearing PPE) to dispense for students.  

 A sanitisation kit will be made available to every teacher in every classroom. This will include a box of disinfectant 

wipes and disinfecting sprays and cloths which will be placed on every teacher’s desk (and regularly stocked). 

 Workstations will be arranged so that students are positioned 1.5-metres apart. 

 Shared tables will be demarcated so that it is clear where students should be seated. 

 All non-essential furniture will be removed to maximise available space. 

 

Break and Lunchtime 

 

 Key Stage 5 students will have their break time in their Period 3 lesson classroom between 10:45-11:05. 

 Key Stage 5 students will have their lunch time in the Post-16 Independent Study Area or Post-16 Café 

between 1:05-1:35. 



 

 There will be an extended Registration period between 1:35-2:05. 

 

Food and Beverages 

 

 Following discussions with GEMS and the KHDA, the school is asking parents to send individual packed lunches 

with students to reduce the risk of infection. No cooked lunches or food will be available on site. Therefore, the 

use of the canteen by different groups will not be permitted for cooked lunches. Lunch will be conducted in 

classrooms and other designated safe spaces where possible (libraries, school restaurants, auditorium), but in 

smaller groups and with social distancing and strict hygiene rules in place.  

 This will be reviewed at half term and cooked food will return when we are able. 

 

Recreational Areas 

 

 Students will be allowed to take regular supervised breaks (outdoors where possible and when the temperature 

is in line with our safe play policy) but break times will be staggered to avoid mixing of different classes (especially 

age groups). 

 As the recreation space is large enough to host multiple groups, this will be done, but under the strict supervised 

separation of groups. 

 High-traffic playground equipment (i.e. slides, swings, etc.) are to remain off-limits during the initial return to 

school period. 

 Hand gel dispensers and disinfectant wipes should be made available in the vicinity and staff will have portable 

hand gels on their lanyards. 

 Students of Determination will be appropriately monitored and supervised to ensure appropriate physical 

distancing whilst outside to ensure the safety of themselves and others. 

 

Libraries 

 

 Libraries will remain closed and online resources will be made available where possible. Libraries will be converted 

into additional classroom space where possible. 

 All independent study will take place in the Post-16 Independent Study Area and Post-16 Café. 

 

Sports Facilities 

 

 All students are highly encouraged to participate in non-contact sports to maintain their health and wellbeing. 

 Contact sports (i.e. rugby, wrestling, basketball, etc.) are prohibited for the initial reopening period. Individual 

sports (yoga, dance, jump rope, running, cycling, track & field not including relays, etc.) may be practised. 

 Authorised sports should preferably be practised outdoors if and when the weather allows, but will be indoors 

during the return to school. This will be in line with the school’s weather and play policies.  

 On their designated PE days, students will be required to come in wearing their PE kit. 

 Swimming pools will remain closed until further notice. 

 

Cultural Facilities 

 

 All students are highly encouraged to participate in cultural activities to channel their creativity and maintain 

their wellbeing. 



 

 Cultural activities that are part of the curriculum such as the arts may also take place under the condition that 

social distancing is implemented, and shared material is minimised and/or disinfected before and after use (i.e. 

paintbrushes, pottery wheels, etc.). 

 

Staff and Student Wellbeing 

 

Supporting students and staff cope with anxiety/trauma: 

 

 FPS has a comprehensive wellbeing plan and offer in place which has been adapted and evolved to accommodate 

Distance Learning. This involves work with teachers and in classrooms, as well as in conjunction with school 

counsellors. Additional counselling sessions will be put in place in Primary for vulnerable students, with a qualified 

counsellor who is also a teacher (to increase provision) alongside our usual counselling offer and services.  

 Staff and students may be returning to school having experienced effects related to confinement, social isolation, 

and loss and bereavement amongst many other things. The school has therefore created additional capacity as 

above to support the school community (students but also teachers and staff) with post-confinement as well as 

identify age- and context-appropriate resources to cope with mental health issues. 

 Counsellors and wellbeing support staff should have appropriate knowledge of how to communicate with Students 

of Determination and demonstrate an understanding of their unique circumstances. Students of Determination 

may be more emotionally vulnerable as a result of the COVID 19 situation and this may impact negatively upon 

their emotional health and wellbeing. 

 

Identifying Areas of Learning Loss and Developing Interventions 

 

 The school has planned a series of assessments (baseline, GL and Autumn Term testing) to evaluate students’ 

learning and to identify learning gaps and make necessary adjustments.  

 FPS will also be scheduling, developing and delivering extra interventions to students to continue to ensure 

students are track to meet their FPS aspirational targets and to cover any gaps that have emerged during DL, or 

been identified during testing. Schools will look teach these lessons in a tutorial-style setting, only for students 

that need the additional learning support or challenge and these groups will be fixed. 

 

High-Stakes Exams 

 

 Details may vary depending on the specificities of each exam (i.e. exam requirements, materials to bring, 

examination protocol); however, FPS has full plans in place to facilitate all exams. 

 

Additional Information 

 

Special Events and Assemblies 

 

 All special events such as festivals, holiday events, special performances, and sports tournaments have been cancelled 

until further notice. 

 Group activities such as school trips, celebrations, sports and student camps have been suspended until further notice. 

 Large assemblies are not permitted, and schools shall continue to perform the UAE National Anthem in 

classrooms. 

 Students of Determination will be provided with appropriate support as outlined on their IEP to participate in all 



 

school activities on an equitable basis as their peers. Where Health and Safety needs prevent this, alternative 

provision must be outlined on the IEP. 

 The Post-16 Assembly will take place virtually in Registration rooms on a Tuesday 1:45-2:05.  

 

Communication 

 

 Transparency is of the utmost importance in tackling COVID-19. Schools shall develop a parent communication 

plan. 

 The school will regularly communicate with parents and update them regarding the return to school and our 

plans – especially as many are extremely anxious about sending their children to school. 

 Communication will be maintained on a weekly basis (i.e. update emails, newsletters, Principal’s message, formal 

letters etc.) to keep them abreast of progress, challenges, and to remind them of their role in keeping their 

children safe by enforcing the basic preventive measures 

 The Key Stage 5 contact details can be found at the end of this document.  

 

Before the Semester Begins 

 

 If you’re not in the UAE, plan to return at least 2 weeks prior to the beginning of the new academic year to 

meet any requirements of quarantine/COVID-19 testing enforced by the UAE Government.  

 Re-register your child for the new academic year.  

 

Review the model that your child’s Mini School and Year Group is adopting, along with any specific guidelines 

related to: 

 Requirements/modes for distance learning  

 Timings for pick-up and drop-off (private transportation and school buses)  

 Any additional guidelines that your school has provided 

 

Respond to school’s requests related to:  

 

 Updated contact information 

 Updated medical records 

 Special arrangements for your child as required 

 

Inform the Principal if your child has undergone bereavement or loss due to the pandemic. 

 

Daily Checks and Actions 

 

 Ensure your child does not have a fever or any symptoms such as cough, breathing difficulty or body aches.  

 If your child is older than 6 years, ensure they have at least two masks (if disposable) to wear at school during 

the day.  

 Wear a mask when dropping off your child to school.  

 Stay 2-metres away from other families and individuals during drop-off and pick-up.  

 If your child can manage, provide them with 70-80% alcohol-based sanitiser to carry in their pocket. 

 



 

Ongoing Actions 

 

As we work with schools across Dubai to create the safest possible environment for our children to return to 

school, we will also rely on your vigilance to ensure that the risk of COVID-19 transmission is minimised 

outside of school.  

 

To this end, you can support by:  

 

1) Ensuring that you limit your and your child’s potential exposure to COVID-19. This means staying away from 

crowded areas and avoiding large gatherings.  

2) When you leave your home, ensure that you and your family members wear a mask and maintain social 

distancing as directed by UAE’s public health authorities.  

3) If your child is participating in extra-curricular activities or play dates, please ensure that they follow hygiene 

and social-distancing measures diligently.  

4) If your child experiences COVID-19 symptoms such as cough, fever or breathlessness, do not send them to 

school, and seek immediate medical care.  

5) Teach your child the following prevention techniques to safeguard themselves and others:  

• Keeping a safe distance of 1.5m from others.  

• Covering their mouth and nose with a tissue/paper towel when they cough or sneeze and throwing used 

tissues in the trash immediately.  

• Coughing or sneezing into their elbow if they don’t have a tissue.  

• Washing hands with soap for 20 seconds multiple times during the day.  

• Remembering to wear a mask when stepping outside the house. 

 

Key Stage 5 Contacts for Additional Information  

 

 Form Tutors are the initial point of contact for students and parents. 

 Year 12 students will have their Registration groups confirmed on Sunday 30th August.  

 

Role Name E-mail Address 

12.1 Form Tutor Amma Ukachuku a.ukachuku_fps@gemsedu.com 

12.2 Form Tutor Jemma Power j.power_fps@gemsedu.com 

12.3 Form Tutor David Jacob d.jacob_fps@gemsedu.com 

12.4 Form Tutor Sophie Munro s.munro_fps@gemsedu.com 

13.1 Form Tutor Niamh O’Reilly n.oreilly_fps@gemsedu.com 

13.2 Form Tutor Sandra Alain s.alain_fps@gemsedu.com 

13.3 Form Tutor Christopher Roberts c.roberts_fps@gemsedu.com 



 

Pastoral Support Athena Christodoulou a.christodoulou_fps@gemsedu.com 

Director of Post-16 (Year 12) Sarah Barr s.barr_fps@gemsedu.com 

Director of Post-16 (Year 13) Nathan Jackson n.jackson_fps@gemsedu.com 

Assistant Principal and Head of 
Key Stage 5 

Lewis Hammill l.hammill_fps@gemsedu.com 
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