
Year 6 (age 10-11)  

A selection of books especially selected for children in Year 6 (10 - 11 year olds) of average 

reading ability. 

If your child is a competent reader or has read all these titles then try the books from the Year 7 

list. Alternatively if these books are a little challenging try books from the Year 5 list. 

 

  

A Storey Street novel: Demolition Dad 
Phil Earle 

 

CBBC Book of the Month, June 2017Perfect for fans of David Walliams, 

Roald Dahl and Liz Pichon, this is a hilarious and warm-hearted story about 

family, friends and wrestling by multi-award-shortlisted author Phil Earle, 

illustrated by award-winning artist, Sara Ogilvie. This is the story of Jake 

Biggs and his dad, George. George spends all week knocking down 

buildings ... and all weekend knocking down wrestlers! He's the Demolition 

Man, and Jake couldn't be prouder. But when Jake hears about a pro-

wrestling competition in the USA, and persuades his beloved dad to apply, 

things don't quite turn out the way he expected ...Phil Earle's first novel for 

younger readers of 9-11, DEMOLITION DAD is DANNY THE 

CHAMPION OF THE WORLD in Spandex, a book bursting with humour 

and heart.  

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

A Wizard of Earthsea 
Ursula K. Le Guin 

 

The first book of Earthsea by Ursula Le Guin is a tale of wizards, dragons 

and terrifying shadows. The island of Gont is a land famous for wizards. Of 

these, some say the greatest - and surely the greatest voyager - is the man 

called Sparrowhawk. As a reckless, awkward boy, he discovered the great 

power that was in him - with terrifying consequences. Tempted by pride to 

try spells beyond his means, Sparrowhawk lets loose an evil shadow-beast 

in his land. Only he can destroy it, and the quest leads him to the farthest 

corner of Earthsea. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 



 

  

A Wrinkle in Time 
Madeleine L'Engle 

 

A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are 

relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to collect 

in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-filled 

endnotes. A WRINKLE IN TIME is a classic sci-fi adventure for children 

by bestselling US author, Madeleine L'Engle. When Charles Wallace Murry 

goes searching through a 'wrinkle in time' for his lost father, he finds 

himself on an evil planet where all life is enslaved by a huge pulsating brain 

known as 'It'. How Charles, his sister Meg and friend Calvin find and free 

his father makes this a very special and exciting mixture of fantasy and 

science fiction, which all the way through is dominated by the funny and 

mysterious trio of guardian angels known as Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who and 

Mrs Which.Madeleine L'Engle lived in New York and wrote over 60 books 

for children, including A WRINKLE IN TIME, the first in her Time Quintet 

series and winner of the highly prestigious Newbury Medal.  

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Artemis Fowl 
Eoin Colfer 

 

Twelve-year-old villain, Artemis Fowl, is the most ingenious criminal 

mastermind in history. His bold and daring plan is to hold a leprechaun to 

ransom. But he's taking on more than he bargained for when he kidnaps 

Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police 

Reconnaissance Unit). For a start, leprechaun technology is more advanced 

than our own. Add to that the fact that Holly is a true heroine and that her 

senior officer Commander Root will stop at nothing to get her back and 

you've got the mother of all sieges brewing! 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chronicles of Ancient Darkness: Wolf Brother Book 1 
Michelle Paver 

 

Thousands of years ago the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunter-

gatherers. They know every tree and herb and they know how to survive in 

a time of enchantment and powerful magic. Until an ambitious and 

malevolent force conjures a demon: a demon so evil that it can be contained 

only in the body of a ferocious bear that will slay everything it sees, a 

demon determined to destroy the world. Only one boy can stop it - 12 year 

old Torak, who has seen his father murdered by the bear. With his dying 

breath, Torak's father tells his son of the burden that is his. He must lead the 



bear to the mountain of the World Spirit and beg that spirit's help to 

overcome it.Torak is an unwilling hero. He is scared and trusts no one. His 

only companion is a wolf cub only three moons old, whom he seems to 

understand better than any human. Theirs is a terrifying quest in a world of 

wolves, tree spirits and Hidden People, a world in which trusting a friend 

means risking your life. Launched at the height of the Harry Potter 

phenomenon, the Chronicles of Ancient Darkness is the ultimate magical 

adventure. This edition contains brand new interviews with Michelle Paver. 

Audio edition also available, read by Ian McKellen. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Five Children and It 
E. Nesbit 

 

'Don't you know a sand-fairy when you see one?' I dare say you have often 

thought about what you would do if you were granted three wishes. The 

five children - Cyril, Anthea, Robert, Jane and their baby brother - had 

often talked about it but when they are faced with the grumpy sand-fairy 

they find it difficult to make up their minds. And that is just the beginning 

of their dilemmas. As they discover, there is nothing quite like a wish for 

getting you into terrible trouble. BACKSTORY: Learn about what it was 

like to be a child in 1902 and try some fun activities! 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Flambards: Oxford Children's Classics 
K. M. Peyton 

 

If you love a good story, then look no further. Oxford Children's Classics 

bring together the most unforgettable stories ever told. They're books to 

treasure and return to again and again. Christina is sent to live with her 

uncle in his country house, Flambards, and knows from the moment she 

arrives that she'll never fit in. Her uncle is fierce and domineering and her 

cousin, Mark, is selfish - but despite all this, Christina discovers a passion 

for horse-riding and finds a true friend in Will. What Christina has yet to 

realize, though, is the important part she has to play in the future of this 

strange household... 

Format: Hardback  

 

 



 

  

Flour Babies 
Anne Fine 

 

Let it be flour babies. Let chaos reign.When the annual school science fair 

comes round, Mr Cartwright's class don't get to work on the Soap Factory, 

the Maggot Farm or the Exploding Custard Tins. To their intense disgust 

they get the Flour Babies - sweet little six-pound bags of flour that must be 

cared for at all times. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Goodnight Mister Tom 
Michelle Magorian 

 

Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country as Britain stands on the 

brink of the Second World War. A sad, deprived child, he slowly begins to 

flourish under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new-found happiness is 

shattered by a summons from his mother back in London . . . Winner of the 

Guardian Children's Fiction Award. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Greyhound of a Girl 
Roddy Doyle 

 

12 year old Mary's beloved grandmother is near the end of her life. Letting 

go is hard - until Granny's long-dead mammy appears. Her ghost has 

returned to help her dying daughter say goodbye to the ones she loves. But 

first she needs to take them all on a road trip to the past. A GREYHOUND 

OF A GIRL is a perfectly-pitched, funny and tender tale about four 

generations of an Irish family, and the special bonds between mothers and 

daughters. It will entrance readers from 10 to adult. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 



 

  

Looking Glass Girl 
Cathy Cassidy 

 

Alice nearly didn't go to the sleepover. Why would Savvy, queen of the 

school, invite someone like her? Now Alice is lying unconscious in a 

hospital bed.Lost in a wonderland of dreams and half-formed memories, 

she's surrounded by voices - the doctor, her worried friends and Luke - 

whose kisses the night of the fall took her by surprise . . . When the 

accident happened her world vanished - can Alice ever find her way 

back? A wonderful modern-day reimagining of Lewis Carroll's timeless 

classic, an unforgettable tale of friendship and love from one of the UK's 

best-loved authors. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Mountwood School for Ghosts 
Toby Ibbotson 

 

Fredegonda, Goneril, and Drusilla are Great Hagges, much more important 

and much rarer than regular old hags. They think that ghosts these days are 

decidedly lacking and that people haven't been scared of ghosts for years. 

So one day they decide that something needs to change - it's time for these 

ghosts to learn a thing or two about being scary. And what better way to 

teach them than to set up their very own school for ghosts? Mountwood 

School for Ghosts is a funny ghost story from Toby Ibbotson, son of award-

winning author Eva Ibbotson, based on an idea conceived by Eva Ibbotson, 

with a cover by Alex T. Smith. Now in paperback. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

One Dog and His Boy 
Eva Ibbotson 

 

But a dog would damage the expensive carpets in Hal's glamorous home, 

and his wealthy parents refuse to consider one. Then they discover Easy 

Pets, a convenient dog-rental agency. Terrier Fleck arrives on Hal's 

birthday, but when Hal discovers that his dog must be returned, he runs 

away. Hal and Fleck are joined by a group of pedigree breeds joyfully 

escaping from Easy Pets - among them is Otto, the wise and sombre St 

Bernard, and the fierce and excitable Pekinese Li-Chee. A large reward is 

offered for the missing boy, and soon Hal and his dogs are being chased 

across the country by ruthless pursuers. Helped by a travelling circus, and 

the sympathetic children from an orphanage, they race for their freedom in 

a classic adventure in the tradition of 101 DALMATIANS. Every dog-

loving child will adore this irresistible story from a truly great and much-

loved children's author. 

Format: Paperback  



 

 

 

  

Russian Roulette 
Anthony Horowitz 

 

The eagerly anticipated, deadly prequel to the number one bestselling Alex 

Rider series.In the prequel to the number one bestselling Alex Rider series 

by Anthony Horowitz, contract killer Yassen Gregorovich is given orders to 

kill Alex. But Yassen knows a secret from the past that connects him to the 

fourteen-year-old spy. What is it that makes one of them choose to do evil, 

and what does it take to turn him into a killer? 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Skellig TV Tie-In 
David Almond 

 

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, 

Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. Then, one Sunday 

afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of his new home, 

and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a 

being who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend 

Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while his baby sister 

languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, 

and as he helps Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world 

changes forever . . .Skellig won the Carnegie Medal and the Whitbread 

Children's Book Award and is now a major Sky1 feature film, starring Tim 

Roth and John Simm. David Almond is also winner of the 2010 Hans 

Christian Andersen award. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Strange Star 
Emma Carroll 

 

They were coming tonight to tell ghost stories. 'A tale to freeze the blood,' 

was the only rule. Switzerland, 1816. On a stormy summer night, Lord 

Byron and his guests are gathered round the fire. Felix, their serving boy, 

can't wait to hear their creepy tales. Yet real life is about to take a chilling 

turn- more chilling than any tale. Frantic pounding at the front door reveals 

a stranger, a girl covered in the most unusual scars. She claims to be 

looking for her sister, supposedly snatched from England by a woman 

called Mary Shelley. Someone else has followed her here too, she says. And 

the girl is terrified. This breathtaking new book from Emma Carroll, the 

critically-acclaimed author of Frost Hollow Hall, The Girl Who Walked On 

Air, In Darkling Wood and The Snow Sister, is a deliciously creepy story 



inspired by the creation of Frankenstein, and is brought to life by a leading 

talent in children's literature. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The Accidental Prime Minister 
Tom McLaughlin 

 

When Joe tells a local news reporter exactly what he would do if he were 

leader of the country, the video goes viral and Joe's speech becomes famous 

all over the world! Before long, people are calling for the current leader to 

resign and give someone else a go ...and that's how an ordinary boy like Joe 

ended up with the most extraordinary job. Now the fun can really start 

...Hats for cats! Pet pigs for all! Banana shaped buses! Swimming pools on 

trains! A hilarious story of one boy's meteoric rise to power! 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The Amazing Maurice and his Educated Rodents 
Terry Pratchett 

 

It's not a game any more . . . Every town on Discworld knows the stories 

about rats and pipers, and Maurice - a streetwise tomcat - leads a band of 

educated ratty friends (and a stupid kid) on a nice little earner. Piper plus 

rats equals lots and lots of money. Until they run across someone playing a 

different tune. Now he and his rats must learn a new concept: evil . . . 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The Astounding Broccoli Boy 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 

 

Rory Rooney likes to be prepared for all eventualities. His favourite book is 

Don't Be Scared, Be Prepared, and he has memorized every page of it. He 

could even survive a hippo attack. He knows that just because something is 

unlikely doesn't mean it won't ever happen . . . But Rory isn't prepared 

when he suddenly and inexplicably turns green. Stuck in an isolation ward 

in a hospital far from home with two other remarkably green children, 

Rory's as confused by his new condition as the medics seem to be. But what 

if it's not in their genes, or a virus, or something they ate? What if turning 

green actually means you've turned into a superhero? Rory can't wait to 

make it past hospital security and discover exactly what his superpower 

might be . . . 

Format: Paperback  

 



 

 

  

The Company of Ghosts 
Berlie Doherty 

 

It was a seascape, moody with rocks and cliffs and wild showers of spray. 

Ellie's own reflection was drawn into it, like a ghost image among the lights 

and shadows. `That's our island,' Morag said. `It looks mysterious.' `It is. 

That's where we're going tomorrow.' Ellie is excited to be going with 

Morag's family to their beautiful island, but when she finds herself 

abandoned there, things begin to change. Footsteps, shadows, strange lights, 

a haunting song; more and more she becomes aware that she is not really on 

her own. 'We should treasure writers like Berlie Doherty who are incapable 

of writing a mediocre sentence.' Sunday Telegraph 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The Death Defying Pepper Roux 
Geraldine McCaughrean 

 

When Pepper Roux was born his aunt foretold that he would not live past 

14 years of age. Throughout his childhood his parents haven't bothered with 

him much, knowing that his life would be short-lived. So when Pepper 

wakes up on his 14th birthday he knows this will be the day that he'll die. 

But as the day wears on, and Pepper finds himself still alive, he decides to 

set off to sea in an attempt to try and avoid death for as long as possible. As 

time goes on Pepper steps into many roles and personas and has numerous 

outrageous adventures. But can he stay one step ahead of death? Or will 

fate catch up with him? And, if he does live, which of his many lives will 

he choose to adopt? This riot of a story is a wonderful adventure, and 

Pepper is an unforgettable character who stays with you long after his story 

has been told. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The Falcon Chronicles: Tiger Wars Book 1 
Steve Backshall 

 

Action, adventure, predators and peril - the bestselling first novel by 

BAFTA AWARD-winning DEADLY 60 TV presenter Steve Backshall. 

Deadly Adversaries. An Impossible Mission. Tiger Wars. Saker is on the 

run from the only life he knows. From India to the Himalayas and China 

he'll be pursued by hunting dogs, mercenaries, spies, thieves and assassins 

in his quest to set free the most majestic, lethal and valuable of all the 

predators - the tiger. With him, on every dangerous step of the adventure, is 

Sinter, a girl who has her own reasons for running away. Gripping 

adventure fiction perfect for fans of Anthony Horowitz and Charlie Higson. 

This is the first adventure in the Falcon Chronicles, filled with intrigue, 



adventure, exotic wildlife and dramatic locations. As Saker and Sinter 

rescue tigers or mountain gorillas, thwart shark finners and rainforest 

exploiters they come face to face with the world's most fascinating, majestic 

and lethal creatures. Steve Backshall is the hugely popular and fearless 

presenter of the BBC kids' series DEADLY 60 and LIVE AND DEADLY 

as well as star of BBC's Strictly Come Dancing 2014. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The Imaginary 
A. F. Harrold 

 

An extraordinary tale of love, loss, imagination and not really being 

there, for fans of Roald Dahl and Neil Gaiman. Rudger is Amanda's best 

friend. He doesn't exist, but nobody's perfect. Only Amanda can see her 

imaginary friend - until the sinister Mr Bunting arrives at Amanda's 

door. Mr Bunting hunts imaginaries. Rumour says that he eats them. 

And he's sniffed out Rudger. Soon Rudger is alone, and running for his 

imaginary life. But can a boy who isn't there survive without a friend to 

dream him up? A brilliantly funny, scary and moving read from the 

unique imagination of A.F. Harrold, this beautiful book is astoundingly 

illustrated with integrated art and colour spreads by the award-winning 

Emily Gravett. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The Last Wild Trilogy: The Dark Wild Book 2 
Piers Torday, Piers Torday 

 

AS SEEN ON BBC'S COUNTRYFILEWINNER OF THE GUARDIAN 

CHILDREN'S FICTION PRIZE 2014. A thrilling animal adventure for fans 

of Roald Dahl, David Walliams and Katherine Rundell. Twelve-year-old 

Kester thought he had discovered the last wild animals in the land. He 

thought his adventure was over. He was wrong. Below the sparkling city of 

Premium, deep underground, a dark wild remains: animals who believe the 

time is right to rise up against their human enemies. And soon Kester 

realises: he is the only one who can stop them. Kester Jaynes saved the 

animals. Can he save the humans too? 

Format: Paperback  

 

 



 

  

The Machine Gunners 
Robert Westall 

 

'Some bright kid's got a gun and 2000 rounds of live ammo. And that gun's 

no pea-shooter. It'll go through a brick wall at a quarter of a mile.' Chas 

McGill has the second-best collection of war souvenirs in Garmouth, and 

he desperately wants it to be the best. When he stumbles across the remains 

of a German bomber crashed in the woods - its shiny, black machine-gun 

still intact - he grabs his chance. Soon he's masterminding his own war 

effort with dangerous and unexpected results . . . The Machine Gunners is 

Robert Westall's gripping first novel for children set during World War 

Two and winner of the Carnegie Medal. Now with a brilliant cover look 

celebrating its fortieth anniversary. Includes a bonus short story - 'The 

Haunting of Chas McGill' - and an extended biography of the author. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The Midnight Folk 
John Masefield 

 

`Two of the greatest children's books ever written' - The Times on Box of 

Delights and The Midnight Folk. 'You ought to know about the treasure, 

Kay . . . for until it is restored or traced, no man of our name ought to rest.' 

Determined to recover the long-lost family treasure, Kay finds himself in a 

race against the evil Abner Brown. Abner has his witch friends and his dark 

magic to help him, but Kay has the very special Midnight Folk. John 

Masefield's classic children's book is considered to be one of the great 

works of modern children's fiction. Magical, fantastical and filled with 

vivid, rich characters - brought to life in this edition by Quentin Blake's 

stunning artwork - The Magic Folk and its prequel The Box of Delights are 

a must-read for any child. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

The River Singers 
Tom Moorhouse 

 

Something was approaching the burrow. Something deadly. Something that 

made Sylvan's fur bristle with fear ...Knowing their lives are under threat, 

Sylvan and his brother and sisters have no choice but to abandon their 

burrow for ever. Together they set out on an epic journey along the Great 

River; but with dangers lurking at every turn, will they ever find a safe 

place to call home? Now available in paperback, this exciting and 

beautifully-illustrated animal adventure has the makings of a future 

children's classic. 'Just the sort of book I would have loved as a child.' Gill 

Lewis 

Format: Paperback  



 

 
 

 

  

The Unforgotten Coat 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 

 

Winner of the 2012 Guardian Children's Fiction Prize, this is a stunning 

and magical story of a summer of friendship which also explore the 

plight of refugees. From the award-winning author of Millions comes a 

story of friendship in the midst of adversity. Winner of the 2012 

Guardian Children's Fiction Prize, this magical and poignant book is 

enriched by stunning and atmospheric Polaroid photos. Two refugee 

brothers from Mongolia are determined to fit in with their Liverpool 

schoolmates, but bring so much of Mongolia to Bootle that their new 

friend and guide, Julie, is hard-pressed to know truth from fantasy. Told 

with the humour, warmth and brilliance of detail which characterizes 

Frank Cottrell Boyce's writing, readers will be transported from the 

streets of Liverpool to the steppe of Mongolia. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Truckers The First Book of the Nomes 
Terry Pratchett 

 

Imagine that all around you, hidden from sight, there are thousands of tiny 

people. They are four inches tall, brave, stubborn and resourceful. They are 

the nomes. The nomes in this story live under the floorboards of a large 

Department Store and have never been Outside. In fact, they don't even 

believe in Outside. But new nomes arrive, from - where else? - and they 

bring with them terrifying news: the Store is closing down and Everything 

Must Go . . . The fantastically funny first book of the nomes, from the 

author of the bestselling Discworld series. 

Format: Paperback  

 

 

 

  

Wonder 
R. J. Palacio 

 

Soon to be a major film starring Julia Roberts, Owen Wilson and Jacob 

Tremblay. 'My name is August. I won't describe what I look like. Whatever 

you're thinking, it's probably worse.' Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-

year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on his Xbox. 

He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary kids 

run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever 

they go. Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-

schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being 

sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is to be accepted - 



but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like them, underneath 

it all? WONDER is a funny, frank, astonishingly moving debut to read in 

one sitting, pass on to others, and remember long after the final page. 

Format: Paperback  
 


